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Dear Parents, 

It is hard to believe that this is the last 

newsletter for 2020! 

Thank you to all families for the support and 

many words of kindness that I have received 

this year. You have all helped to make this 

year an amazing one, regardless of the 

external challenges that the year threw at all 

of us. Your children are to be congratulated 

for their exemplary manners, willingness to 

help others and bravery to accept the many 

learning challenges that faced them this 

year.  

Yes, many regular events did not take place 

though we created some new events that 

were just as much fun. That being said, we 

look forward to school life returning to 

‘normal’ as soon as we are allowed. What day 

1 2021 will look like, remains to be seen. You 

will be informed as soon as we know because 

at this stage, access to school sites by parents 

is still restricted. 

Best wishes to the Year 6 students as they 

experience these last few days with us at  

St Bernadette’s. Moving to high school holds 

a mixture of emotions though we know that 

the St Bernadette’s values that we hold in 

high regard will live with them forever. 

Farewell also to those families leaving us at 

the end of the year to move to new locations. 

It has been a privilege to have worked with 

you and your children. Good luck! 

Thank you to Mrs Debbie Sills who is taking 

2021 as a year to do casual work and 

complete some more tertiary studies. We 

look forward to having Mrs Sills at our school 

for as many days as she can manage! 

If you are travelling this holiday break, I pray 

that you stay safe on the roads and have the 

opportunity to truly relax. 

A Christmas Blessing- 
 

May God make you 
Steadfast in faith, 
Joyful in hope and 
Untiring in love  
all the days of 

your life. 
 

Merry Christmas! 

Mrs Bianca Cooke—Principal  

Week 10 
Term 4 Dates 

Waste Free Recess & 

Lunch Everyday 
 
Tue 15 December 

7:00pm Year 6 

Graduation Mass 

 

Wed 16 December 

Last day of 

school for 

students. 

 

2021 Dates 

Students Returning 

Years 1-6: Fri 29 Jan 

Kindy: Tue 2 Feb 

 

MAI Dates 

Wed 27 Jan 

Thu 28 Jan 

Fri 29 Jan - Kindy 

 
 
 
 

This Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent is 

traditionally known as Gaudete 

Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word for 

Rejoice! Advent was originally celebrated as 

a five week season and with the same fasting 

and penitential nature as the season of Lent. 

The third Sunday, Gaudete, was like a break 

for rejoicing in 

the midst of the 

fasting. When 

Advent was 

reduced to four 

weeks and the 

nature of the 

season altered, 

Gaudete Sunday was retained. The colour of 

this Sunday is rose – a celebratory colour – 

and it is reflected in the vestments worn by 

the priest and in the colour of the third 

candle used in Advent wreaths. 
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This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on the 

person and message of John the Baptist. Last week we heard John 

speak about his relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This week, 

we hear Jesus' message to John the Baptist, now in prison, about the 

signs of the kingdom found in Jesus' ministry and Jesus' assessment of 

John's role in the Kingdom of God. 

Again, it recalls the ministry of John the Baptist but it is given the 

particular slant of the gospel of John. Aside from the greater focus on 

the conversational interaction, it presents John as a ‘witness’. This is 

perhaps more typical of the John gospel emphasis on personal 

encounter with Jesus. Rather than acting as something of a herald, as in 

last week’s account, here John the Baptist is witnessing ‘to speak for 

the light’. He makes a very clear distinction between himself and the 

Christ, his mission is simply to point towards the light; the Christ. 

The use of witness in this gospel carries a different connotation: to 

provide witness through action and lifestyle that draws others to 

wonder about and perhaps come to accept the motivating belief. It is 

this understanding of witness that all Christians are called to provide. 

We are called to witness to our beliefs in the way that we live our lives, 

engage with others and hold to certain truths. Of course, there are 

some Christians who believe that their witness needs to be more 

obvious and more clearly stated. They feel that providing witness, or 

testimony, to their faith through spoken proclamation has a greater 

potential to change lives. Whether we choose to witness through our 

words or through our actions it is essential that both words and actions 

have integrity; that there is no clash between what we proclaim and the 

way we live.        Mrs Shane Robinson—RE Coordinator 
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Welcoming Staff of 2021 
 

Principal: Mrs Bianca Cooke 

Assistant Principal: Mrs Charmain Floody 
KB  Miss Kristine Jurcevic 

KG  Miss Julia Smith 

KW  Mrs Julie Brunt 

1B  Mrs Kathy Watt/Mrs Sally Coppini 

1G  Mrs Karyn Lee/Mrs Amy Macey 

1W  Miss Madeline Koeberler 

2B  Miss Jessica Piperata 

2G  Mrs Corena Laso 

2W  Miss Danielle Hutchinson 

3B  Mrs Therese Younis 

3G  Mrs Debjani Ghosh 

3W  Mrs Stephanie Hottes/Mrs Amanda Thorpe 

4B  Mrs Alexandra Buscall 

4W  Mrs Shane Robinson 

5B  Miss Rachell El Hage 

5G  Miss Stephanie Vasiliou 

5W  Mrs Karen Orsini 

6B  Mrs Maryanne Lean-Fore/Mrs Rhiarna Thomas 

6G  Mrs Nicole Metwally 

6W  Mr Stephen Bamford 

Executive Release: 

Mrs Shane Robinson REC – (Thurs & Fri) Mrs Bianca 

Bojanowski 

Mrs Corena Laso Coordinator 2 – (Tues) Mrs Lesa 

Beames 

Mrs Karen Orsini Coordinator 2 – (Wed) Mrs Katie 

Mulligan 

RFF: 

Mrs Ilana Blazevic – PE (Tue-Thurs) 

Mrs Sally Coppini – (Mon-Thurs) Library/Learning 

Support 

Mrs Katie Mulligan – (Tues) Music/Drama 

Mrs Elizabeth Evans – (Wed/Thurs) Music/Drama 

Diversity: 

Miss Danielle Smith – Learning Support/EMU/

Coordinator 1 

Miss Rebecca Mann – Learning Support/EMU/Reading 

Recovery 

Mrs Melinda Bullen - EMU/Learning Support 

Mrs Charmain Floody - Reading Recovery 

Mrs Lesa Beames- Learning Support 

Administration/Finance: 

Mrs Vicki Cassidy – School Finance 

Mrs Dawn Crake – School Administration 

Mrs Kelly Debrincat – Administration/WHS 

Teachers’ Assistants: 

Mrs Julie Allen 

Mrs Gabrielle Attard 

Mrs Joanne Calabria 

Miss Georgia Francis 

Mrs Lauren Henderson 

Mrs Bernadette Savill 

Mrs Suzana Vrataric 

Mrs Jackie Warner 

 

Library Assistant – Mrs Leanne Carter  

School Counsellor— Kristy Washington 

Maintenance – Mr Colin Balfour 

IT – Mr Alexander Chan 

 

Congratulations 

to our 2021 

School 

Leadership 

team.  We look 

forward to 

seeing how 

they flourish in 

their new roles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports News 
Congratulations to the following children who made it 

through selections to be included in the Diocesan 

Mackillop Sporting teams for 2021. 
 

Harry Palmer- Tennis 

Campbell Sing- Basketball 

Ava Rendulic- Basketball 

Sara Uricoechea- Basketball 

We commend your achievements and wish you best of 

luck at the next stage. St Bernadette's is proud of you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Bernadette’s Summer Reading 

Challenge 
It’s on again this year— the St Bernadette’s School 

Reading Challenge. So remember to keep 

reading over the holidays! You can enter more 

than one sheet – the more the merrier! See 

attached sheet to this newsletter for further 

details. Please then return sheet(s) to your child’s 

class teacher by Friday 5th February 2021. There 

will be prizes to win—so let’s get reading!  

2021 Return Dates: 
Years 1-6  Friday 29 January 

Kindergarten Tuesday 2nd February 



 

Sacramental Program-Reconciliation 

2021 Information Evening  
A parent's information evening will be held on Monday 

14th December for parents wishing to enrol their 

children in the Reconciliation program for 2021. The 

evening will commence in the church at 7:30pm and 

will last approximately 1 hour. Children do not need to 

attend. Reconciliation program is suitable for any 

students in Year 3 and above in 2021 who have been 

baptised.  

 

For more information, please contact Laura at the 

Parish office on 9634 2622 

Parish News 

School Band Recordings 
Whilst COVID has prevented our 

school band from doing their 

annual ‘day trip’ to local shops, 

nursing homes and preschools 

this year, students were still keen 

to showcase their talents. So this 

Tuesday the band worked with their tutors and visitors 

from TSA to record three songs for family and friends to 

enjoy. These three songs were recorded with only one 

or two takes and without audio editing or mastering. It 

wasn’t a recording studio (you can hear a few cockatoos 

in the background to prove it) and they are quite simple 

tunes but they enjoyed recording them and we hope 

family and friends enjoy hearing them perform! 

*Hit The Spot - https://

vimeo.com/488770006/1fa08d2b23 

*Rock To The Max, Mr Sax - https://

vimeo.com/488770117/898f83e255 

*Jingle Bells - https://vimeo.com/488770584/3efdd04dc9 
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Friday 11 December 

St Bernadette’s students had a fantastic day 

celebrating the end of what was an  

‘out of the ordinary’ year: 

The year that was 2020. 


