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Do you know that you are a temple  
 of God and the spirit of   

God dwells in you?   
Corinthians 3:16   

 

Jesus often went off to a lonely place to pray. Yet 

the same Jesus who prayed in lonely places said, 

òWhen you pray, go into your room, pray to your 

Father in secretó. 

 

This means that a lonely place is not necessarily a 

place far away, or that by òroomó he means four 

walls that separate us physically from others. The 

room is the room of our innermost heart. This room 

is with us at all times. We should  make  it a place 

to which we can go to find rest and spiritual 

recovery when the world is too much with us. Then 

we will discover that the inner room is not empty 

after all, but is occupied by the God of love who 

dwells in us all.  

Spirit of God living within me, 
I ask You to be an active 

element in my life. 
Be my guide in my choice 

of words and deeds 
so that through my lifeõs actions 
I will reflect God to other people. 

Amen. 
Leanne Nettleton  
Principal  

Next Tuesday is Shrove Tuesday 
'Shrove' means being forgiven for wrong-doings. 
Another name for Shrove Tuesday is Pancake Day. A 
long time ago this was a day for feasting and 
having a good time. People went to church to confess 
the bad things they had done and would be forgiven 
before the start of Lent. As rich foods such as eggs 
were forbidden during Lent, one way of using them up 
would be to make pancakes. 
 
(http://www.topmarks.co.uk) 
 
On Wednesday, 18

th
 February it is Ash Wednesday 

and this marks the beginning of Lent. The season of 
Lent goes for forty days and is a time for Catholics to 
prepare for Easter. Lent is usually a time of fasting 
and repentance as well as a time for reflecting on 
Christôs suffering and sacrifice for us. 
 
On Ash Wednesday, Years 3 to 6 will 
attend the 9:15am Parish Mass and the 
12 noon Parish Mass. They will receive 
the ashes on their forehead and hear 
these words ñTurn away from sin and 
be faithful to the Gospelò.  
The Infant grades will have their own 
special liturgy in the hall at 10am. Father Michael will 
attend and assist with the distribution of ashes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Shane Robinson 
Acting Religious Education Coordinator 

Ash Wednesday Mass Times: 
6.45am 12 noon 

9.15am 7.30pm 
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Parent Interviews  

By now most parents have organised to meet with class teachers. These 
meetings have been opportunities for you and the class teachers to 

formally meet each other and plan for the year ahead. I know that many 
of you have been able to share special information that you would like the 

teacher to know about your child. At St Bernadetteôs we recognise that 

families are the experts on their children and have insight that will help 
the school better support learning. Throughout this year, the teachers will 

be aiming for effective and regular two -way communication between 
home and school through parent-teacher interviews, sending home of 

student workbooks, telephone calls and emails to share ógood news 
storiesô and to follow up on student learning and behaviour needs, school 

reports, and parent involvement in the classroom and school. Please do 

not hesitate to contact your childôs class teacher should you wish to 
discuss your child. 

 
ñWhen teachers and parents work together with mutual respect and 
caring, children achieve more at school and are happier to be there.ò 

 
New Families Welcome BBQ  

It was so wonderful to see so many of our new families meeting each 
other and enjoying themselves at the P & F Welcome BBQ last Friday 

evening.  A very big thank you to the P & F hospitality group, executive 
and committee members for all their hard work, Year 1 families, our  

Year 6 school leaders and the teachers who joined us on the evening to 

be both welcomed and to offer hospitality. We all look forward to coming 
together again for the P & F Movie night.  

 
Opening School Mass  

Our Opening School Mass was a beautiful liturgical celebration to 

commence our school year. It was particularly special because we were 
joined by the students and staff of St Gabrielôs and both schools were 

able to recognise their School Leaders for 2015. Our Kindergarten and 
new children were also welcomed to the school. We thank Father Michael 

for a lovely liturgy.  

 

From the Principal: 

WEEK 4:   

Mon, 16 Feb  ¶ 8.30am Assembly  

Tues, 17 Feb ¶ Shrove Tuesday  

Wed, 18 Feb  ¶ Ash Wednesday  

¶ 1.10pm Choir  

¶ 3-4pm Dance Fever Afterschool 

Club  

Thurs, 19 Feb ¶ Hills Basketball Have -a-go  

Fri, 20 Feb ¶ Hills Basketball have -a-go  

WEEK 5:   

Wed, 25 Feb  ¶ SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Thurs, 26 Feb ¶ SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

Coming Dates  

Cuppa n Chat 
 

Monday, 2nd March (Week 6)  
9am  HALL  

STRAIGHT AFTER MORNING ASSEMBLY  
 

Want to ask about whatõs happening  
at St Bernadetteõs? 

 

We ask that parents park in the 

TOP car park (near Kiss n Drop 
area) when walking children into 

school in the morning and also for 

collecting from the Tuckshop in the 
afternoon. 

 
Please do not park in the bottom 

car park near Brisbane Road/

bottom school gate entry as 
children walk through this area.  

 
Thank you for your cooperation 
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Social Skill: Being a great friend at St Bernadetteôs 

Class Student of the Week Student of the  
Week 

Social Skill Award 

KB Lucas Ranieri Rene Sakkal Hannah Wall 

KG Anna Dimitriou Campbell Sing Matthew Khoudair 

KW Sofia Aiossa Douglas Windress Annabelle Vassallo 

1B Olivia Kirkham Luke McDermott Alessio Adorna 

1G Lucas Heyes Nicholas Soumboulidis Annika Parker 

1W Bridget Clemente Liam Conlin Grace Zwaine 

2B Gabrielle Youssef Marc-Anthony Zeaiter Enya Hui 

2G Joshua Foo Georgia Pratt Angelina Zaiter 

2W Mark Bradshaw Eva Cooper Alyssa Khoudair 

3B Nicolas Samperi Aaliyah Symin Sebastian Bounassif 

3G Natalia Barone Blake Morrison Gabrielle Younis 

3W Marisa Frketic  Roman Taha Noah Bailey 

4B Sebastian Akle Noelle Le Annika Meyer 

4G Hayley Goodlace Bailey Thom Sienna Battisti 

4W Sera-Marina Farfoud Jacob Pillai Zac Northey 

5B Nicholas Cushway Abbey Robinson Lochlan Dias 

5G Olivia Russo Domenico Sorbello James Ransome-
Haberley 

5W Aidan Grace Philip Porte Cooper Thom 

6B Varun Ninan Georgia Togher William McDermott 

6G Jemma Hullick Oliver Singleton-Turner Caitlin Zwaine 

6W Peter Makhlouf Daniella Zeaiter Stefano Manzotti 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 

FUN FAIR DATE:   

FRIDAY 30TH OCTOBER  
Please mark this date in your calendars!   

 

Social Skill for 

Weeks 4 and 5: For 

helping others in 

need at St. 

Bernadette's.  

Our first Australian saint 

Sr. Mary MacKillop said, 

òNever see a need 

without doing something 

about itó. 

At St Bernadetteõs you 

will find this quote in 

every classroom and it 

reminds us that if you 

help others they will 

help you.  If we see 

someone in need we 

offer assistance or go to 

a teacher for help, this 

allows all of the children 

at St Bernadetteõs to feel 

safe and cared about.  In 

using our friendship 

skills and working 

together and making 

sure that you do your 

part as well as you can, 

you not only help others 

in need, you help 

everyone in the school 

community and your 

home. 

Kathy Watt  

 



 
Year 5 2015 went to Vision Valley.  I absolutely loved the 
water slide.  It was like getting pushed off a waterfall ñ

but much safer!  
Piper Laurie 5W  

 
The food was incredible, sensational and awesome!  

The camp was super fun!  
I loved spending time with my friends.  

The activities were fantastic  
Daniel Mayer 5B  

 
The activities were fun, our groups were great and 

best of all we enjoyed it!  
Georgiana Haywood 5B  

At Vision Valley I really enjoyed canoeing because we 
played a game where we were in teams and we had to 

throw the ball into the middle of the other teams 
canoe.   

I also liked canoeing because I just liked sailing 
around.  

Mitchell Willard 5G  

 
The Year 5 excursion was the best ever!  

We really got to know each other and for some of us 
it was our first sleep over.  

Low ropes, canoeing, water slide, orienteering and 
leadership activities were the best.  


