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St Bernadette’s School 

No.30 Friday, 10th October, 2014 

Welcome Back for Term 4 
We were blessed with beautiful weather throughout our school holidays and the same 
can be said for our first week back at school. The children have returned eager to both 
see their friends and their teachers. All classes have a great term of learning ahead. 
 
You may have noticed that during the school holidays our grounds have been made 
safer by the removal of 3 large trees and our sound system has been upgraded. I would 
like to thank the Parents and Friends Association for its generous financial contribution 
to cover the cost of the sound system. We now have an effective sound system 
coverage up to the top synthetic grass area as well as a much better quality on the top 
and bottom courts. Other work that was completed throughout the holidays included roof 
repairs, maintenance and the replacement of the air conditioner in KB. 
 
Each and every day we celebrate and give thanks for how fortunate we are at  
St Bernadette’s. We also acknowledge that others are living with the reality of war and in 
fear for their safety. We commit to keeping those people and all those around the world 
who are engaged in efforts to achieve peace, in our prayers. We pray:  
 

Almighty and all powerful God, creator of the world and the nations  
We bring before you all those caught up in the conflict in Syria. 

We pray for an immediate ceasefire, for an end to violence against all 
civilians.  

Give humanitarian organisations the space to assist the needs of those living in 
poverty and insecurity. 

We pray for those who are experiencing the pain of personal loss, for families 
who are mourning the loss of loved ones  

Comfort especially those who have friends and family members missing. 
We pray for those caught up in the cycle of violence and bloodshed: give them a 

just peace. 
We pray for those forced to flee their homes: keep them safe on their travels and 

arrival in foreign lands. 
We pray for Christian Aid partners in neighbouring countries: guide them in 

their response to this situation. 
We pray for those in positions of power who have the means to make a 

difference:  
Guide the United Nations, and governments whose actions might bring about 

peace. 
We pray for the future of all countries where people have been willing to 

challenge unfair and unjust governments.  
We ask that the outcome will be a better future for all, and that the poor and 

marginalised will experience new lives of dignity and hope. 
And we pray for ourselves, that we will not ignore their pleas for help,  

that we may play our part in bringing about the change that they want to see. 
Amen. 

Leanne Nettleton—Principal 

October is the month of the Rosary 
and the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 
was celebrated this 
week on the 7th October.  
Over the next few 
weeks, all classes will be 
spending some time 
learning about the 
rosary and the children are invited to 
bring in their rosary beads to pray 
together in class.   
 

“The Rosary is my favourite 
prayer. A marvellous prayer! 
Marvellous in its simplicity 

and its depth.“ 
Pope Saint John Paul II (1920-

2005) 
 

"The Family that prays 
together, stays together."  

Father Patrick Peyton, The Rosary 
Priest (1909-1992) 

 
"There is no problem, I tell 
you, no matter how difficult 
it is, that we cannot solve by 

the prayer of the Holy 
Rosary."  

Sister Lucia of Fatima 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Jenny Godwin 
Religious Education Coordinator 
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The Uniform Shop will be open on 
Tuesday, 14th October between 
8.00am and 10.00am.   

Bishop Anthony Fisher - New Archbishop of Sydney  
His Holiness Pope Francis has appointed Bishop Anthony Fisher OP the ninth Archbishop of Sydney. We 
congratulate Bishop Anthony and ask for God’s blessings on him as he takes up his new appointment in the 
coming months.  
Bishop Anthony will continue to administer the Diocese of Parramatta until he is installed as Archbishop of Sydney 
later in the year. Following his installation, the College of Consultors will meet to elect a priest to be Diocesan 
Administrator until the Holy Father appoints the fourth Bishop of Parramatta. Please keep Bishop Anthony in your 
prayers on this very significant appointment for the Church in Australia. 
 
Guidelines for Compulsory School Attendance 
The Education Act 1990 requires your child to attend school each day that instruction is provided, unless they are 
sick or there is another good reason for their inability to attend. Parents are required to explain their child’s 
absence within seven days following their absence. Not doing so means that an unjustified absence will be 
recorded on the class roll. Teachers are also required to record lateness and part day absences on the class roll. If 
your child is late, or if you pick your child up during the school day, you are required to complete a Student Partial 
Absence form at the office. As noted above, normal procedures if a child is away still apply, however, if on the rare 
occasion you are seeking exemption from school, ie. holidays etc a form is required to be completed. This form 
can be downloaded from our website and once completed needs to be forwarded to the school office no less than 
three weeks prior to the leave being taken. An approval certificate, will then be forwarded to you. Thank you for 
your co-operation in this mandated procedure.  
Exemption in excess of 50 days must be approved by the Catholic Education Office. 
 
Student Data Validation Forms 
A reminder to all parents to complete and return all validation forms to the school office.  It is essential that we 
have the correct and most up to date contact details for all parents/emergency contacts.  Please take the time to 
carefully check your child’s form with any amendments marked in red pen.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Year 12 HSC Students 
Please keep the Year 12 students and their families in our parish and wider community in your prayers over the 
next weeks as they undertake their HSC exams. 

From the Principal:From the Principal:From the Principal:From the Principal:    

WEEK 2  

Mon, 13 Oct • 8.30am Assembly 

Tues, 14 Oct • Senior Constable Paterson, Youth 
Liaison Officer, to meet Years  

 5 & 6 
• 1.10pm Choir 
• Student representatives to attend 

Mission Morning Tea at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral 

Wed, 15 Oct • 3-4pm Club Dance Fever 

Fri, 17 Oct • 1.40pm Whole School Assembly 

Coming Dates 
Term 4 

Staff Spirituality &  
Pupil Free Day: 
Fri 28th Nov 

 



Monday Recess Alice Bradshaw 

Tuesday Recess Jenny Tole, Lisa Francis 

Wednesday Recess Lynley Walker 

Thursday Recess  

Friday Recess Lena De Guzman 

TUCKSHOP ROSTER FOR:  Week 2 Term 4 
Parent helpers please arrive at 10.25am for recess 

and 12.45pm for lunch 

 Lunch Alice Bradshaw 

 Lunch Jenny Tole, Lisa Francis 

 Lunch Michelle Robertson 

 Lunch Jennifer Parsons 

 Lunch Lena De Guzman  

 
 

 
 

 
October is World Mission Month and the Catholic Mission has renamed the month Socktober. 
Mission Week will be held in Week 3 this term and St Bernadette’s School will be supporting the work done 
by the Catholic Mission. 
 
Our Mission Week theme is Sock it to Poverty! We will be raising money to help 
children living without hope in the dangerous ghettos of Jamaica and around the world 
to receive a proper education and have the opportunity to break free from crime, 
violence and poverty and to be ‘alive’ when they grow up and be able to achieve their 
dreams. The quote by Jamaican children reads ‘When I grow up I want to be ALIVE’. 
 
The following activities have been organised: 

• Each classroom will have ‘chest of drawers’ themed money-collecting boxes. Children are encouraged 
to do extra jobs and to do without little treats so that they can support children in need. Our goal 
would be to have these filled by the end of Week 3. 

• Monday 20th October— Dorothy Makasa from The Catholic Mission will be visiting the school. 
• Wednesday 22nd October there will be a Sausage Sizzle for all the children. Families have already been 

billed for this in their school fees. Each child will receive one sausage sizzle and if that is not enough for 
them, then they will need to purchase extra food and drinks from the canteen or bring in from home. 

• Thursday 23rd October we will have a Crazy Sock Day.  Students are invited to wear crazy socks with 
their normal school uniform and bring in a gold coin donation. 

• Thursday 23rd October - At lunch time a Rock Your Socks Off Dance Party will be held on the Top Court. 
This will include a dance competition for each year. 

 
We thank you for your continued support of all those less fortunate than ourselves.  

Sport Uniform Days—Term 4 
 
Kindy: Tuesday & Friday  
Year 1: Tuesday & Wednesday 
Year 2: Wednesday & Thursday 
Year 3: Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 
Year 4: Monday & Friday 
Year 5: Monday & Thursday 
Year 6: Tuesday & Thursday 
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One of the biggest challenges for educators in the 21st Century is to plan learning opportunities for 
students that help them to build their capacity to figure out what do you do when they don’t know 
what to do? Developing the skills and strategies in dealing with the unknown and the new is 
something that all children will need to be successful in the future. The world that our 
children are growing into will be very different from our own. Change is occurring so 
quickly in everything. Technology is changing every aspect of work and society. Manual 
and skilled jobs are being replaced by robots and automation. Our children will be 
working in jobs that have not even been dreamt of yet. Adaptability and an open, learning 
mindset is key. Being open to learning and having a growth mindset are qualities that we, 
teachers and parents, as significant adults in our children’s world, have an important responsibility to 
develop in our children. 
 
How do we assist children to develop these qualities? 
We cannot be nimble thinkers and problem solvers if we are fearful of being stuck, fearful of making a 
mistake or fearful of the discomfort of not knowing what to do. We want children to have a go and be 
risk takers but we too o-en protect them to the extent that we rob them of their opportunity to learn. 
Consider every musician, sports person, scientist, mathematician, linguist, philosopher, dancer, 
entrepreneur or ideas generator that has excelled. What each of these has been successfully able to do is 
accept failure as the stepping stone to success and bounce back.  
 
The ‘Learning Pit’ (James No4ingham) is a good metaphor for talking to children about the learning 
process and stuck is where the best learning takes place. When we are stuck we might get negative 
feelings like discomfort, frustration, helplessness towards our learning. We hear children say, “I won’t 
do it.” or “I can’t do it.” If we intervene at this stage and rescue them by doing it for them, our children 
will learn that ge4ing stuck is a bad thing, that the negative feelings are bad and they will continually 
avoid a challenge. They will not develop persistence or resilience toward learning. 
 
As a child struggles with a problem, get them to ask questions to clarify and explore the options. 
Answer their questions with questions rather then an answer so that they are doing the thinking and 
solving the problem themselves. Ask them where they might be able to find help – the internet, 
YouTube, let them explore every possible avenue. As they begin to get themselves ‘unstuck’, they will 
gain confidence in their own abilities and develop an ‘I can do it’! a4itude. This growth mindset will 
benefit them throughout their lives. How good does it feel when we succeed because we haven’t given 
up, nor have we been rescued? Instead we have persevered and persisted! How great is it when we 
have been able to solve the unsolvable by seeing the unobvious and deducing the implausible because 
we have used the skills of problem solving through logic, deduction, perseverance, persistence and 
asking the right questions. As teachers and parents we want this same feeling for our children. 
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Parish News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians of Year 6 students, 
My name is James Hay and I am the Youth Minister of St Bernade4e’s Parish.  As we come to the end of the 
school year, I thought it would be a really great time to invite your children along to the youth group that we 
run.  It is called Into Life and is officially aimed at children from Years 7-8, but we thought we would love to 
have all of you come along.  We focus on making their faith fun and relevant and surrounding them with like 
minded Catholics and role models.  We would love to welcome your child into what we do. 
 
Where is it? St Bernade4e’s Parish Hall 
When?  Every Friday during the school term from 7—8.30pm 
How can you contact me?  My mobile is 0403 933 732 and my email is ym@stbernade4e.org.au 
Please contact the Parish Office for further details and enrolment forms. 

Term 4 Dates 
Tue 7 Oct Staff & Students return 
Mon 20 Oct Milo Cricket Cup 
Tue 21 Oct Mission Week Sausage Sizzle Day 
Wed 22 Oct Diocesan Basketball Gala Day 
Thurs 30 Oct Yr 5 Personal Development Meeting (7pm) 
Mon 3 Nov Kindy & Yr 1 Swimming program (2 weeks) 
Wed 5 Nov Swimming Carnival 
Fri 7 Nov 12-1 Yr 4 NRL (to Wk 9) 
Mon 10 Nov Christmas Hamper Collection begins 
Wed 12 Nov 7pm Kindy 2015 Readiness Meeting 
Tues 18 Nov Kindy 2015 Transition & Parent Maths Workshop 
Wed 19 Nov P&F AGM & Christmas drinks 
Thurs 27 Nov Kindy 2015 Transition & Parent Literacy Workshop 
Fri 28 Nov Staff Spirituality & Pupil Free Day 
Tues 2 Dec Kindy 2015 Transition & General Admin Meeting 
Tue 9 Dec 8.45am Awards Ceremony (K to 6) 
Fri 12 Dec 9.15am Thanksgiving Mass 
 11.15am Christmas Celebration & Picnic 
Mon 15 Dec Yr 6 Graduation Mass 
Tue 16 Dec Yr 6 Activities Day 
Wed 17 Dec Last day for Students 
Fri 19 Dec Last day for Staff 

Term 1 2015 
Tue 27 Jan Staff Development & Maths Assessment Interview 
 Day 
Wed 28 Jan Maths Assessment Interview Day 
Thurs 29 Jan Yrs 1 to 6 commence 
Fri 30 Jan Kindergarten 2015 commence  (please note 
 change of date!) 

All parents are invited to attend the P&F AGM on  
Wednesday 19th November at 7.45pm in the Library. 

 

A nomination form will be sent to parents shortly with full details. 

Summer UniformSummer UniformSummer UniformSummer Uniform    
 

A reminder that students are 
permi4ed to wear either summer or 
winter (not a mixture) for Weeks 1 
and 2 in Term 4.  In Week 3 it is 
expected that all students will be in 
full summer uniform. 
 
A reminder to parents that the school sports 
shoe is a predominantly white jogger with 
white laces.  If you are purchasing new sport 
shoes for your child you are requested to follow 
these guidelines. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation.  

LOST PROPERTY 
We currently have a ‘Walking with 
Dinosaurs’ black and orange lunch box. 
 
If this is yours, please contact the 
school office. 



Our congratulations to the Zeaiter family 
on the birth of a baby boy, Joseph, brother 
to Michelle in 3B, Charbel in 1G and 

Daniella in 5W .   
Our best wishes to the family. 
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Are you moving? 
To estimate enrolments for 2015, it would be 
appreciated if the school could be notified in 
writing of any children who may be leaving 
St Bernade4e’s at the end of the year from 
grades other than Year 6.  
 
If your child is changing schools for 2015 please let us 
know.  We have considerable pressure for enrolments into 
Year 5 and 6 and would like to offer positions to these 
families.  You are reminded that CEO policy is that 
families need to give the school one full term’s notice in 
writing in these circumstances. 

Child Protection 
A reminder for parents who are 
required to ‘UPDATE’ their child 
protection and for ‘NEW’ parents to 
the school. 
 
It is a Diocesan requirement that parents who 
volunteer at school must complete the Child 
Protection Module ONLINE.  This training is 
available online at: 
http://childprotection.parra.catholic.edu.au/training  
and MUST be completed every two years.  This is 
the new link as of July 2014. 
 
All parents must have completed the above prior to 
helping in the classroom, on excursions, sport days, 
tuckshop, uniform shop or any help around the 
school. 

WESLEY EDUCATION SUPPORT 
TEAM (Castle Hill) 

FREE SEMINAR 
Wednesday 22 October 

Friendship Room 7—9.15pm 
Wesley Castle Hill will be 
conduc!ng a seminar on 
blended families.  Specialists 
will cover legal, personal and 
school issues in crea!ng and 
maintaining a blended family.   
Contact Church Office: 9894 
8999 for further details. 

R.I.P.  ††  Our prayerful sympathy is extended to 
the Thom family (Cooper in 4G, 
Bailey in  3B and Indiana in 1W), 
following the recent passing of their 
great grandma. May she rest in peace. 
 
R.I.P.  ††  Our prayerful sympathy is extended to 
the Fuoco family (Mrs Fuoco—School Office), 
following the recent passing of her father-in-law. 
May he rest in peace. 

 
 
 
 
 

Staff Spirituality & Pupil Free Day 

Friday 28th November 

Opening Times: 6.45am to 6.15pm 
 

If you would like to book your child into the Catholic Out 
of School Hours Care facility here on site on the above 
day, please contact the supervisor on 0408 582 535 for 
further details or visit: 
coshcstbernadettteschill@parra.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Bookings are open until Friday 14th November. 


